
Adelegation of Indo-Canada
Chamber of Commerce
(ICCC), which held a

meeting with the State
government officials on Saturday,
showed keen interest in the
terminal being set up here by
Petronet LNG Ltd (PLL), a
company floated by BPCL, GAIL,
IOCL and ONGC. The LNG
terminal project proposed at a
cost of Rs.4,500 crore with a
capacity of five million tonne is
awaiting clearance from Ministry
of Environment and Forests after
the public hearing was held in
January, 2013.

"We are very keen on exploring
the possibility," Naval Bajaj,
president of ICCC told The Hindu.
Earlier, APIIC Vice-Chairman-
cum-Managing Director Jayesh
Ranjan briefed the team about
investment opportunities in the
Petroleum, Chemical,
Petrochemical Investment Region
(PCPIR) being developed between
Visakhapatnam and Kakinada.

On a request by the 12-member
Canadian delegation which
included MP Joe Daniel, a team
from Andhra Pradesh is expected
to visit Canada shortly. "We are
very keen on exploring various
options," Minister for
Infrastructure, Investment and
Natural Gas Ganta Srinivasa Rao
said. Canada is the world's largest
gas producer and sixth largest oil
producer. During Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit, a few proposals
were made for development of
LNG export terminal in Canada.
PLL, which signed an agreement
with Gangavaram Port Limited on
May 2, 2012 for developing import,
storage and re-gasification facility
to be operational in 2016 subject to

obtaining the clearances, has
plans to double the capacity in
three to four years after
completion of first phase with
additional investment of
Rs.4,500 crore.

PLL meets lion's share of its
gas requirement from Qatar
and the rest from Australia
through long-term supply
contracts. It also meets its
requirement partly through
short/spot term contracts. PLL
has terminals at Dahej in
Gujarat and Kochi in Kerala
and the Gangavaram project
will be its third facility.

The low-cost fuel is very often
described as clean fuel useful for
energy sector, refineries and
other power-intensive industries.
If natural gas is cooled at minus
160 degree Celsius, it becomes
compact occupying 1/160 of its
gaseous volume. It will be
converted into LNG.

It is said that "Nature gives
broad shoulders to those who
she wants to bear heavy

weight." This week, in the midst
of hordes of sick and poor people,
in the King Edward Memorial
[KEM] Hospital in Mumbai, I
witnessed a doctor with such
'broad shoulders' carrying the
weight of light.

I was given a rare opportunity
at KEM to watch one of the great
neurosurgeons of the world, Dr.
Atul Goel, operate on two women
for a brain tumour. Both these
patients had been brought here to
this public hospital from remote
and poor parts of the state at
rather advanced stages of their
affliction; this hospital was their
last refuge for free medical help

Often poorly equipped, public
hospitals like the KEM, where the
poor and the desperate come by
the thousands every day for free
medical care are in stark contrast
with the private hospitals, which
are grand and well-equipped, but
cater only to the very rich and
the well-established. The doctors
who work in these hospitals often
earn 20, 50 or even 100 times more
than who work in the public
hospitals, such as the KEM.

For me to know Dr. Goel and to
watch him operate on the most
crucial organ of the human body

- the brain -- with such
consummate skill and disarming
dedication was a most humbling
and exalting experience.

Dr. Goel has worked at the
KEM Hospital for over 30 years;
he is professor and head of the
department of neurosurgery.
Though working under the most
trying circumstances, and with
limited resources, Dr. Goel's work
in neurosurgery, particularly in
the field of complex skull base
tumors and spinal surgery, in
which he has invented several
new techniques, are known and
recognized all over the world. So
much so, every week, and every
month, a host of neurosurgeons,
not only from India, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh, but also from
Italy, Spain, Japan, China, USA,
Canada, Britain, Poland, Greece,
Brazil, Argentina, in fact, from
every corner of the world, come
to 'the Master' for 2 to 15 weeks to
'widen their clinical and
operative horizons'.

There is possibly no other such
neurosurgeon in the world who
has such devoted following and
over so many years. As such, Dr.
Goel has been honoured by the
associations of neurosurgeons in
numerous countries.

In India, in 2005, he was
honoured with 'Eminent Medical

Teacher, Dr. B.C. Roy National
Award' by the President of India.

Even earlier, in 1995, he was
honoured with 'Indian Council of
Medical Research National
Award: Mrs. Shakuntala Devi
Amir Chand Prize', and 'Amrut
Mody Unichem Award' in 1996.

There is something quite
distinct about the patients
who come to public

hospitals like the KEM. Poor and
illiterate, great many of these
patients have neglected the
symptoms of their ill health and
disease for many years; they
often suffer from acute
nutritional and other
deficiencies; before arriving at a
large hospital in a city like
Mumbai, many of them have
been plagued by superstitions
and charlatans and quacks.

This is particularly true of the
patients who suffer from mental
and neurological disorders. Thus
the patients that Dr. Goel has
been called upon to attend in the
last three decades have invariably
presented far acuter medical

challenges, both inside and
outside the operating theatre,
than the patients do in private
urban hospitals, to say nothing of
the patients in the West.

"There is a not a day," says Dr.
Goel, "when something new and
unexpected has not to be faced.
No case is 'routine'; every patient
is unique. Every day is a new and
a creative day." 

For Dr. Goel this has meant
that he had to be a dedicated
scientist and a researcher at
every step and in every case.
"Every patient teaches me
something new," he says with
disarming humility. "I am forever
a student. I have to always
observe the subtle differences
between different cases: observe,
analyze, research, integrate,
apply."

Such an attitude and approach
have made Dr. Goel into, not only
a world-class neurosurgeon, but

also a world-class neuroscientist.
He has published more than 480
scientific papers in international
journals, and several books that
are regarded by practising
neurosurgeons as authoritative
and original.

On all accounts, for any
scientist in the world in any field
of research, this is indeed a most
laudable and rare distinction.

In recognition of his original
research, he was chosen to be the
Chairman of Editorial Board of
Journal of Neurosurgery-Spine
in USA; he is the only non-North
American on the Board of the
journal and the only one to have
been bestowed with such rare and
remarkable distinction.

This is in addition to over
fifteen research and professional
neurosurgical journals in many
countries in which Dr. Goel has
been a member of the editorial
board.

Yet for all that, Dr. Goel has
a profoundly philosophical
and spiritual bent of mind.

In conversations with me, he was
constantly referring to the
healing powers of nature, and
how the human body and the
human mind are great repository
of such powers.

"Through our false pride we
sometimes think that through
scientific know-how and
technology we can improve upon
nature," he says. "As a
neurosurgeon, I have to always
remind myself that Nature itself
is the greatest neurosurgeon. We
must not interfere in its healing
power." 

Quoting 16th century French
surgeon Ambroise Pare, Dr. Goel
says: "I dress the wound. God
heals the wound." 

In 2008, when honoured by the
Japan Neurosurgical Society, one
Japanese newspaper carried a
headline: "Dr. Goel: A Man with
God's Hands."

As I watched Dr. Goel
perform the two
operations, observed by a

team of neurosurgeons under his
mentorship, I became acutely
aware of the power of this organ
called 'brain'. A slight wrong
touch by the surgeon could mean
loss of speech or sight, or of
memory, or the paralysis of some
part of the body. As such, the
neurosurgeon must not have only
great skills but also great ethical
commitment to the sanctity of
life and to the human being. I
believe, such commitment comes
only when one sees life as a
precious gift of God and all
humans as children of God.

It is this sense that so
envelopes Dr. Goel and his 'broad
shoulders'.

Yet it is one of the ironies of
Nature - or perhaps of India - that
this remarkable neurosurgeon
who has brought life and light to
thousands of poor over three
decades, cannot afford to buy a
small 600 sq ft house in this city
of many billionaires.

"My home", says Dr. Goel, "is
in the hearts of those who could
walk home again with a little
assistance from me… I have a
grand mansion in the Kingdom of
God."   
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Canada may explore ossibility
of supplying gas to Petronet
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